
 
 
 

 
E-Update Feb 16, 2024 

 The weekly E-update is the tool by which MPA members can share information or announcements 
with each other. It is a member benefit and the mechanism by which MPA shares important 
notices regarding trends in psychiatry, pharmaceutical updates, information about your medical 
practice, advocacy, your opinions, and job opportunities. Members are encouraged to make the 
content their own. Please submit items for weekly publication by Thursday at 5pm.Your email 
addresses are protected by the DB and not for sale or use by any other entity besides the DB. 
Content should be pertinent to the practice of psychiatry or related medical information. Review the 
E-update highlighted titles and attachments for content and action steps. We value your input and 
attention to your specialty! Any item that appears in royal blue contains a link for detailed 
information on the topic. Questions regarding membership status are referred to our APA 
Membership Coordinator.  

White Coat Day at State Capitol 
MPA President, Dr. Philip Merideth 
represented MPA during Wednesday’s 
White Coat Day at the Capitol. Other 
members advocating for patient safety 
included MPA Assembly Rep, Dr. Jon 
Jackson, MPA Membership Chairman, 
Dr. Mark Ladner, APAF Fellowship 
Chairwoman, Dr. Avani Patel and 
several MSH Residents. The morning 
began in the Rotunda as doctors were 
encouraged to mingle with their 
legislators and visit on important 
topics. Next physicians in attendance 
gathered in the Senate Gallery and 
were introduced by various Senators. 
After a return to the rotunda to sign 

postcards that would be delivered to legislative offices, attendees met new House Speaker Jason 
White on the south steps of the Capitol for a photo. Photos of the event are shared within today’s 
e-update. Thanks to everyone who took the opportunity to come to the Capitol and give of your 
time.  

This Week at the Mississippi Legislature The seventh week of the 2024 Mississippi legislative 
session brought the 3rd hearing on mental health for joint House and Senate Public Health 
Committees. On Tuesday, Rep Sam Creekmore and Senator Hob Bryan, held a final joint hearing 
to receive updates from DMH Executive Director, Wendy Bailey and ask any questions 
surrounding processes around commitment, diversion from jail and responsibilities of the DMH and 
the CMHC’s. Much attention has been given to the order of the steps within commitment and how 



 
 
 

to make that process more efficient for families and 
patients. As we approach the first deadline of Feb 
19th for the introduction of all bills, there should be 
a comprehensive bill coming from both Chambers 
as a follow-up to the three mental health focused 
hearings and how to make systems more 
manageable for all involved. Further context and 
bill numbers may be shared next week as the 
committee work fully begins to take on the 
thousands of bills to be considered. Additionally, 
the insurance lobby is sharing outrageous figures 
about how much $$$ it will take to fully implement 
prior authorization. But wait, don’t these companies 
already perform prior authorization on a daily basis 
now? How could they possibly say that it would 
cost $126 million more? Or is that the actual figure 
that it will cost to pay true claims?? Lots of 
misinformation going around to try to kill the bill. 
MPA is in the trenches working to march this bill to 
the Governor’s desk. March 5th is the statistically 
significant deadline for committees to report bills 
that will move forward in this 2024 session.   

MPA's 2024 Legislative Priorities: 

• Regulate the Prior Authorization Process for Physicians through the  
MS Dept of Insurance 

• Advocate for Changes to Commitment Laws on Jail Diversion and 
Increased Community Treatment Options 

• Medicaid Presumptive Eligibility for Pregnant Women 60 days Prior to 
Processing & Opportunity for Members to Vote on Expansion 

• Update Future Testing Options for Citizens Around Foreign Substances 
and Street Drugs 

• Make Kratom Schedule III 
 

• Strengthen the Step Therapy/Fail First Protocol Override Statute 
 

• Support a Change to CON regarding Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Beds and Substance Use Disorder Beds in the State 

 

• Add a Designated Child Psychiatrist to the Rural Physician Scholarship 
Program 

 
 



 
 
 

• Broaden Testing Mechanisms for Street Drugs and Redefine 
Paraphernalia in MS to not Include Testing Strips for the Latest Abused 
Substances  

 

• Maintaining a Physician Led Team 
Approach to Health Care 
 

A full listing of Senate and House Committees 
can be found here: 
2024 Senate Committee Listing 
2024 House Committee Listing  

Two Weeks Until the MPA/LPMA Meeting in 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Make your reservation and register for the 2024 
LPMA/MPA Spring meeting to be hosted in 
Baton Rouge, March 1 – 3. This is an 
opportunity to explore the latest developments in 
the field of psychiatry in a relaxed and 
welcoming environment at the recently 
renovated and updated Marriott Baton Rouge. 
Engage with experts on important topics such as 
Psychedelic Drugs in Substance Use Disorders, 
Perinatal Mental Health, Risk Management, 
Physician Assisted Suicide to name a few. We 
are excited to again partner with LPMAA and the 
Mid-Gulf Council for Child & Adolescent 

Psychiatry. Take this opportunity to connect with colleagues and contribute to the ongoing 
progress of psychiatry. Registration and booking your hotel room are encouraged. Deadline for 
hotel reservations is Feb 29th.  Please direct any questions to mpa39206@aol.com.  
 

 
 

 

Southern Psychiatric Association Meeting Dates for 2024 

Mark your calendar now for the 2024 meeting with the Tennessee Psychiatric Association: 
            September 11 – 14, 2024             Westin Hotel in Chattanooga, Tennessee 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fpOV8o8u-7mZxOgLmDsG6JMQQ_jw1hqJLun4JpdgcuuXkNBDKjWFMfYyyaB_-rlo2PzHn1XM9DvGPtUAV6VxjXCURBstFEg0cC9Gqh6dqCdXRSONHg3oKzj3GmBpKmLI6lYMlSk_3HgUza9VacAvrB3Et2iL-Bz-p0lEtL6gdOIG1jIB97mbBDSt5fi_XAQi_9eFbpzUjkao7A1FjheUcztR4zfzj4kw8cxSaFsKuz5K-zxo6if6WdfgpevTZA880HSE3lDEicNLIbcn3keNKurmr7A44U9Sj_zKb9eWODQJ72V3OkPDpeXwl-Qd9jG2MsKi21lG_0ZmIjdQdFostbsCiB10XIWb8xRKUq4P8JZMclQZUGocUqcNImQtTD3FZL5G0eyr6T3SEeJIcwlz7BYO_0uS8jkYvx9i2eZWdgh7rjRkms4LKqR056M-PQTIqAvOnHa14DX1xtnP5CtqY2WVDECxxkVDamd2-BFYe8EiSIjrsYy4QTxOkoVBqTAuIMXpzVe_Tni0WOSB_KxlM65Ob7n2YWi2qedJQBVLWYfGJ7j1Z14RrPD5kPUPRz0HtVH96dwiepx7Zpn0aXI393_sT1mx2jKZ9cSAr9hr4rsG4c8Z9GoOJzTWyi6aJPa9upyA2WMSioSlYA6kE2ld22rrxOrp5MCoL0EmQc6v6ssZCU1T8nqqxH4YLQ4PB5FGKoAMDUdy4DjS81ypwGEnk4b9EGNc2dZHKSNsNpoX_1hazEhmk6ddQjka31iqnH1yDjYLzIZV8zK-RoQUHbwDvH4Or8kisuYMB0R8FWtCgrYDESaxh7Mns95829UyNzyJwjDzq1BDDQv0GazQQ-dazOJ6smaHb1I3kA7uDHHMC0U4cBpPFphXaph9ixG0lIkaPSdbqkR5BG8rhIlAzInGDq4TRItUCtPFeLWC0EJuGwPfwsP01UmjBEXl-EWG11jN60yU7OB-8mV1NQyee3lMnCtV3Rq_GBpJX65iY8Im6xWOLSwrQlQM6dLOfXdMWIUcWsIETmDUXJQ=&c=A_axAtw4VOZnH225XsNPBBx_tNZRqaItxernoT79t_3PeUclEEZ8-w==&ch=YLlYxiCTluFnqOexWRFmBP3eBb1j81FBmiH2ojqc8ztsUUBx4_8Uhg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fpOV8o8u-7mZxOgLmDsG6JMQQ_jw1hqJLun4JpdgcuuXkNBDKjWFMfYyyaB_-rloccH_hoCBDcH5MAY125W-YU5OoZ1lQhPgWBxhrk29xX1I0P9_D98PT0InILgSLYooC4Thj_JaIjjSiYllrJ45EiKf5aSiqqn3k_cRstfN2ZcPoJ_RDBLGfMrHxQAy0LaPh2LrNeDwoHiZznEPwXP3kvGKahjEgbLLAUuE7lPVWyKLKL9Fqeem0a9QcygE97mJPqO1bU-7pQoZHhU0peYp-wDe1RZPLlBR_1w1kb0eC_l6-PdJL1b7PAzYlKp-RX-FDrEzzGH1xMVEgQmrQdRXsqnhYxLpWjIxY9LkPHMLmNcALJKUNYWvIL9ucPagFhssY6es8tljUTXESQthNqcc3AJRAJRFNmxiJ9zPwxjB54dsEhyCGppRkcSbpLUa2Zj4Su0WrhCSxF6jr621VMJNqQmm3luXuLHVipqjRFN59RkbBwXx7yI8EwaciqgXXQ1mWus93vSensSfKLuXJutZtO3XoUrjc89hctOmuS75Yue0PlJxdK3yd74h_HiMfnsIqYGSdx52UTQ_x9RTM1tmsYM2OSNNBGMOe-0iD4GCC2Q35-2ziGDxSNVOtGfrcyoZG5KRv3HKp9j-UO1hu3W08jiBhuyo3HHoOMje6y9WrViRlbtrJGq24IAznKxxIO4m0E8lFwNaERUGqnb3pGT8SnK_RroqpF2uapSjNPvOijKUgxY6ZZhCGri6VVMXamyeewl4g5ofcOtNCYyJh0AOczdlaZ8dJj_5wlmSAA0bHp8893Cf5EPvDOC2tHJvQgLdSL0M5LBi1xVMJH7__Y1GVgFmchtD2rvGXZILuHTgHz5mDk_eNVfSaBZXTZJu7v0iIpPnOPqO5cyLdoOz77QzOU5lVGib7CWXQCHN53s3avzvC39DG0Cg1imeTaVk3oOEo9pjb700mfiaBT6sUIOXI8ap3ESnO6Ml-CYc459CzUGLVJXKWFGUuElHYWoPgvoZ&c=A_axAtw4VOZnH225XsNPBBx_tNZRqaItxernoT79t_3PeUclEEZ8-w==&ch=YLlYxiCTluFnqOexWRFmBP3eBb1j81FBmiH2ojqc8ztsUUBx4_8Uhg==
https://www.lpma.net/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=547057&module_id=648870
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1695317286440&key=GRP&app=resvlink
mailto:mpa39206@aol.com


 
 
 

 
THREE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT: EHRS - DOCUMENTATION 

Written by 
Professional Risk Management Services® (PRMS®) 

 

1. No matter how good the system, what you get out of it will only be as good as what you 

put in.  In other words, garbage in, garbage out.  If you have not been thorough with your 

documentation in the past, your EHR system might make your record look “prettier” but it 

will not in and of itself create a record that supports good patient care and would be useful 

in your defense in the event of a claim or a lawsuit.   

 

2. Concerns about patient safety and the use of electronic health records have been in the 
news for years.  As the use of this technology has grown so have these concerns.  In 2015 
ECRI Institute listed errors associated with EHR use among its Top 10 Patient Safety 
Concerns and the Joint Commission issued a Sentinel Event Alert on the Safe Use of 
Health Information Technology. 
 

3. Clinical decisions support systems are designed to assist physicians by making 

recommendations about possible diagnoses from a set of signs and symptoms, provide 

alerts on possible drug interactions or critical lab values, or to question a physician’s 

medication dosage or other orders.   Unfortunately, these systems often produce a large 

number of alerts, many of which are not relevant. In other instances, the alerts may be 

based on out-of-date information.  While it is true that many alerts are not clinically 

relevant it is also true that there are some that are and therein lies the problem.  

Physicians can become so accustomed to seeing alerts that are not relevant that they 

tend to not notice when an alert is relevant which is known as alert fatigue.   

The content of this article (or booklet or newsletter) (“Content”) is for informational purposes only and does not 
constitute legal, medical, or regulatory advice. Always seek the advice of your attorney, physician, or other 
appropriate professional regarding the Content. Never disregard professional legal advice or delay in seeking it 
because of the Content. The information is intended, but not promised or guaranteed, to be current, complete, or up 
to date.    
©2018 Professional Risk Management Services (PRMS). All rights reserved.  

 

 

PRMS 
Manager of The Psychiatrists’ Program 
Medical Professional Liability Insurance for Psychiatrists 
1-800-245-3333 
Email: TheProgram@prms.com 
Visit: PRMS.com Twitter: Twitter.com/PRMS 
Facebook: Facebook.com/PRMSprograms 

mailto:TheProgram@prms.com
https://www.prms.com/
https://twitter.com/prms
https://www.facebook.com/PRMSprograms
https://www.prms.com/individual-coverage/dedicated-to-psychiatry?utm_source=mississippi&utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_campaign=general


 
 
 

LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/PRMSprograms 
 

X Accounts of Interest  Main account: @APAPsychiatric  

▪ Healthy Minds: @APAHealthyMinds  

▪ MPA Main account: @MSPsychiatrist 

Facebook Pages of Interest 

▪ Main account: American Psychiatric Association  

▪ Healthy Minds: APA Healthy Minds  

▪ MPA Main Account: Mississippi Psychiatric Association 

LinkedIn 

▪ American Psychiatric Association 

▪ Mississippi Psychiatric Association 

What's New at the APA 

·      Dr. Marketa Wills, M.D., M.B.A. was named the next CEO & Medical Director of the 
American Psychiatric Association.  Dr. Wills currently serves as the Senior Vice President and 
Chief Medical Officer of Johns Hopkins Health Plans and has a clinical practice at University of 
South Florida Student Health Services in Tampa, FL. She will assume the role of CEO on June 1, 
2024. You can read more about Dr. Wills and see the full CEO announcement here. 

·      One in three Americans feel lonely every week according to a January Healthy Minds 
Monthly poll administered by APA & Morning Consult. Younger people were more likely to 
experience these feelings, with 30% of 18–34-year-olds saying they were lonely every day or 
several times a week.  You can read the full poll results and read more about loneliness here.   

·      Personal Finances were a major source of anxiety for Americans heading into 2024, 
according to the latest Healthy Minds Monthly poll fielded by APA & Morning Consult. 44% of 
adults they say they experience the same amount of stress at the start of 2024 as they did a year 
earlier, while one in four said they experience more. You can read the full results of the anxiety 
poll here. 

February Course of the Month – Food Addiction: A New Substance Use Disorder? 

Approximately 14% of adults and 12% of children exhibit clinically significant levels of "food 
addiction" based on the DSM-5 criteria for substance use disorders. However, "food addiction" is 
not currently included as a recognized or provisional diagnostic category in the DSM-5. This 
course will consider the validity of "food addiction," review evidence of excessive food intake and 
what it can lead to, discuss the clinical relevance, and more.  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/prmsprograms
https://twitter.com/APAPsychiatric
https://twitter.com/APAPsychiatric
https://twitter.com/APAPsychiatric
https://twitter.com/APAHealthyMinds
https://twitter.com/APAHealthyMinds
https://twitter.com/APAHealthyMinds
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanPsychiatricAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanPsychiatricAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanPsychiatricAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/APAHealthyMinds/
https://www.facebook.com/APAHealthyMinds/
https://www.facebook.com/APAHealthyMinds/
https://www.psychiatry.org/News-room/News-Releases/Marketa-Wills-M-D-M-B-A-Named-Next-CEO-and-Medical
https://www.psychiatry.org/News-room/News-Releases/New-APA-Poll-One-in-Three-Americans-Feels-Lonely-E
https://www.psychiatry.org/News-room/News-Releases/Healthy-Minds-Monthly-Poll-Personal-Finances-Were
https://www.psychiatry.org/News-room/News-Releases/Healthy-Minds-Monthly-Poll-Personal-Finances-Were


 
 
 

Click here to access the Course of the Month and sign up for updates about this free member 
benefit. 

 Registration for APA Annual Meeting Open 

Join APA on Saturday, May 4, through Wednesday, May 8, for sessions, courses, and more in 
New York City that will leave you feeling inspired and energized.  

REGISTER TODAY 
 NEW At the Annual Meeting: Mind Games Masters! 

New for the 2024 Annual Meeting! A three-part educational experience that allows psychiatrists 
to assess their knowledge and learn more about five subspecialties in an engaging, fun, and 
competitive format. Any psychiatrist in the U.S. (ACGME-accredited) or Canada may participate. 
Registration for this Paid Course is available as an add-on in the registration platform when 
you register for the in-person Annual Meeting. You can learn more about Mind Games Masters 
and register here. 

Contact Your Representative to Prevent Cuts to Physician Reimbursement 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) approved a 3.4% reduction in Medicare's 
physician payments for 2024. This cut is devastating to physician practices and the patients they 
care for, and could necessitate reduced staffing and office closures, disproportionately harming 
rural and underserved communities.  Please urge Congress to prevent these devastating 
cuts from going into effect by cosponsoring the Preserving Seniors' Access to Physicians 
Act of 2023 (H.R.6683). This bipartisan bill would completely eliminate the 3.4% physician pay 
cut expected to take effect on January 1. Learn more and compose a message to your 
representative in Congress here. 

 @theAPA Delirium Update 2024 Promotion: 

Join us at APA Headquarters on Friday, March 8 for the next @theAPA Educational 
Series event. This immersive learning experience offers an in-depth exploration of Delirium 
detection, prevention, and treatment. Secure your spot today! 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/education/apa-learning-center/members-course-of-the-month
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/education/apa-learning-center/members-course-of-the-month
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/meetings/annual-meeting
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/meetings/annual-meeting/registration
https://www.psychiatry.org/MindGamesMasters
https://www.psychiatry.org/MindGamesMasters
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanPsych/Campaigns/98348/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanPsych/Campaigns/98348/Respond
https://www.psychiatry.org/attheapa?utm_source=DBComm&utm_medium=DBComm_011024&utm_campaign=At+the+APA&utm_id=AttheAPA

